
2020 has been a trying year for all of us. The Waseca SWCD has went through a change of moving to a new location.
The new location and phone are listed above. Waseca NRCS is still in the old location of 105 22nd Avenue NE. Their
phone remains the same at 507-835-4800 ext. 3.

The Soil and Water Conservation District Office has had a number of inquiries of the assistance programs and
practices this year. CREP, Cover Crops, Soil Health, Terraces, Basins, Trees, Wildflowers and Pollinators, Preventative
Plant Seeding, RIM, Easement questions, Buffers.

Please drop by the office or give us a call to discuss any of your conservation questions and concerns.

The SWCD is available Monday – Friday 8:00 – 4:30 at 300 North State Street, Waseca, MN 56093. Our phone
number is 507-835-0603

The Waseca SWCD Offices have moved at the end of 2020 to 300 North State Street, Waseca.  

The New phone number is 507-835-0603.
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Meet the Waseca Supervisors and Staff

Monthly Board Meetings the 2nd Thursday of the month at 6:30 pm.

Wayne Cords, 

Chairman

District 1

Scott 

Hildebrandt, 

Vice Chairman 

District 4

Todd Stencel, 

Treasurer  

District 2

Keith Morgan, 

Secretary 

District 5

Larry Muff, 

Member 

District 3

Mark Schaetzke, 

District Manager

Tyler Polster, 

District Technician

Cheri Brummund, 

Administrative 

Assistant

With the Covid 19 restrictions, the Waseca SWCD met via media part of the year and then met in the East 

Annex Community Meeting Room the remainder.  The 2021 Monthly Meetings will be held in the Meeting 

Room at 300 North State Street, Waseca pending health regulations due to Covid. 



 Strive to promote soil and water conservation through

out Waseca County.

 Work with landowners to assist them with designs and
ideas to better their land.

 Work hand in hand with various organizations to help

combine information on problems arising in the county

concerning conservation needs.

 Advise and aid in designing various conservation

practices to county landowners.

 Aid NRCS, FSA and Waseca County in compliance checks.

 Verify land measurements for Buffer Law compliance.

 Offer educational information to schools and youth

organizations.

 Do plans for rain gardens, windbreaks, waterways,
terraces, basins.

 Aid landowners in education on cover crops, no-till, and

strip till practices.

 The SWCD has 5 Supervisors that over see projects that
the staff are involved in.

What does the Waseca SWCD do? 



Meet the 2020 Waseca SWCD Conservation Farmer of the Year 

Carl  farms 425 acres in Waseca County, raising 
corn, beans and beef cattle.  He has installed 
terraces to keep soil on the hills, a grassed 
waterway to decrease gully erosion and installed 
a pond to catch sediment before it enters the Le 
Sueur River.  Carl has one of the few Nitrogen 
Bioreactors in Waseca County. The reactor uses 
wood chips to remove some of the nitrogen in 
tile water before it enters our surface waters.  
Carl hopes to see more of these installed.

Carl has also participated in the Le Sueur River 
Watershed Network, encouraging land 
stewardship ethics within the watershed.  Carl’s 
conservation plan is to maintain the conservation 
practices he has and monitor his land to see if he 
needs more.

Congratulations Carl for helping conserve our 
precious lands and waters.

Carl

Guse



Learning about Soil Health 

Matt Alford Rick Clark

Farmer Panel:   Rick Clark, Brad Spinler, Gene Kuntz, Matt Alford, Jim Krahling, Randy Depuydt

Waseca was one stop on the I-90 Soil Health Road Show Tour.  It was held at Farmamerica on February 27.  

There was a good turnout for this event.  Rick Clark and Matt Alford were the Speakers.  Both gave 

presentations on Soil Health and Economic Impacts.  

The Farmer Panel answered questions and discussed different issues that attendees had.  There were 

many questions on costs, weed controls, timing of planting and burndown.  It was a very informative day.  

Also exhibited was the Soil Tunnel.  This was located at the entrance and created some discussion on the 

information it contained.

There were 4 other stops in Southern Minnesota on the 1-90 Tour.

If you have any questions on the information provided at the Waseca Stop, please contact us at the office.  

We will be happy to go over any questions you may have.



Due to Covid and not being able to hold field trip meetings, Waseca SWCD 

and Waseca NRCS put together a Self Guided Soil Health Tour.

Nine sites were set up with local landowners.  Each site had a 

flyer explaining in the landowners words, the practices, problems 

and benefits they experienced.  The practices included Cover 

Crops, Strip and Ridge Till, Organic Covers, Covers after Peas, 

Covers in standing Corn and standing Beans.  Maps were on the 

back of each flyer so each participant could go on to the next 

parcel.  The participants were asked to fill out a Survey Monkey 

when they finished the Tour.  So far as of the end of December a 

few surveys taken.  The feedback from various participants has 

been good.  



The top 3 pictures are cover crops. Area landowners are increasing interest in cover crops. 
The bottom pictures are from (left to right) Oats seeding,  CREP Construction, Terrace and Waterway.

These are just a few of the projects that were done in 2020.  Funding came from GBERBA, Waseca SWCD, and NRCS to put these practices in place.
Waseca SWCD has been involved in helping plan and overseeing these practices.

2020 Practices & Projects 



Limited Acres still available for permanent conservation program

A permanent conservation easement program called the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) has a 

limited number of acres available to interested landowners in Waseca County and 53 other counties in MN.  This 

program provides the landowner with 15 years of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) payments through the Farm 

Service Agency (FSA) and an easement payment through the ReInvest in Minnesota (RIM) program through the 

Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR).  Total payments range from $7200 to $8500 per acre in Waseca County.

The majority of our recent applications were motivated in part for one of three general reasons.  1 – Wetland 

restorations on cropland that is marginal and challenging to farm profitably such as low areas that have a history of 

drown outs multiple times in 10 years, have steep eroded soils, or fields with irregular boundaries.  2 – Filter strips on 

property where the landowner values protecting water quality.  3 – A change in the farm operation such as 

retirement or ownership change that made a permanent easement with private wildlife habitat more appealing than 

renting it out or selling. 

Acres are quickly getting used up so it is difficult to tell how long this opportunity will be available.  SWCD Staff will 

be happy to review your property to see if it is eligible and would meet the minimum cutoff score.

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 



Photos by Iowa State University

New Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 

Practice available to Waseca County landowners

In 2020 the Farm Service Agency (FSA) rolled out a new CRP practice 

called Prairie Strips.  Prairie Strips is a continuous CRP practice meaning 

that a landowner can sign up whenever FSA is accepting applications.  

There are two basic practice eligibility requirements.  The first is that the 

practice has a minimum width of 30 feet and maximum width of 120 feet.  

The second is that the offer does not exceed 25% of the cropland per tract.  

Offered area must also meet program eligibility such as cropping history, 

ownership, and wetland compliance.  

Places where this practice would fit well include around the edge of a field.  

Through the field perhaps in areas of high slope to reduce erosion.  Along 

grass waterways or in the channel of terraces or water and sediment 

control basins.  Small areas of less productive cropland or problem areas.  

The landowner really has a lot of flexibility in choosing where this practice 

would go on their land.  

The landowner would seed the Prairie Strip to native grass and wildflowers.  

FSA provides cost share for the seed, seeding, and site prep expenses.  

FSA also provides an annual rental payment based on the soils within the 

offer.  The current maximum rate for Waseca County is around $185 an 

acre.  

Here is a link to the job sheet for more practice details:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/cmis_proxy/https/ecm.nrcs.usda.gov%3a443/fncmis/resources/WEBP/ContentStream/idd_8048BD71-0000-CB1C-AA13-

7D76FBAE60CD/0/Prairie+Strips+CP43.pdf

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/cmis_proxy/https/ecm.nrcs.usda.gov:443/fncmis/resources/WEBP/ContentStream/idd_8048BD71-0000-CB1C-AA13-7D76FBAE60CD/0/Prairie+Strips+CP43.pdf


Southern Portion of the 

Cannon River Planning Area

New source of cost share in the 

Cannon River Watershed

Producers and landowners within 

the Cannon River Watershed have a 

new cost share source available to 

them.  Funding through the state of 

MN has been acquired by the newly 

formed Cannon River Watershed 

Joint Powers Board (CRWJPB).  

Funding is available for a wide 

variety of projects such as cover 

crops, streambank stabilization, 

grassed waterways, terraces, and 

others.  Cost share amounts vary 

based on if the project falls within 

one of the priority areas of the 

Cannon River Comprehensive 

Watershed Management Plan 

finalized and adopted last year.   



MN DNR Walk-In Access Program

One positive to come out of the events of the past 12 months; outdoor 

recreation has never been more popular. The Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources is reporting that validations for their Walk In Access Program have 

increased by over 30% to approximately 31,000 that were issued in the year 

2020.  

The result of this increase is that the Minnesota DNR is looking to provide 

even more opportunities to hunters of Minnesota by holding a new sign-up 

period for interested landowners from March 15, 2021- May 14, 2021. 

Enrollment for interested landowners is completely voluntary and offers an $18 per acre rate with a 40 acre minimum 

of quality habitat. Contracts are anywhere from one to three years in length with three years being recommended. WIA 

contacts can also be used in addition to existing conservation programs, contracts and easements. Acres enrolled are open 

during any legal hunting season from September 1st to May 31st. Enrolled land is also covered under the Minnesota 

Recreational Use Laws to limit the landowners’ liability. 

If you have any questions, or would like more information please contact the Waseca Soil and Water Conservation 

District at 507-835-0603 or visit www.dnr.state.mn.us/walkin.

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/walkin


Water Monitoring Project with Waseca County 

Water monitoring went on throughout 2020 at Iosco Creek and Bull Run sites.  The charts show the 2017-2019 compiled test results for 
the two sites.  Monitoring will continue through 2021.  Information collected will help identify problems and solutions for corrections 
can be determined.  The following 2 pages show the data that has been obtained from the tests taken.  The purple bars labeled “Class 
2B standard” show the water quality that will permit a healthy community of fish and aquatic life, human recreation, and protected 
drinking water.   Readings above these bars are undesirable and show pollutant concerns.  The four graphs show have information on 
the following:
1. E Coli:  E Coli is a type of bacteria indicator of disease causing organisms called pathogens.  Monitoring E Coli will tend to indicate 

fecal contamination.  The higher levels of E Coli indicate higher levels of pathogens which shows an increased risk of harm to 
humans and animals.

2. Phosphorus:  Phosphorus is an important nutrient for plant growth.  If there is an excess of Phosphorus present, concern for 
excessive algae growth, death, and decay depleting the oxygen supply which endangers fish and other aquatic life.

3. Nitrogen:  Nitrogen  is important for plant growth, however excess Nitrogen in our waters, can affect our drinking water.  This in 
turn causes many health issues.  It also affects aquatic life.

4. Suspended Solids:  Suspended Solids is elevated sediment coming from increased runoff that has caused stream bank erosion.  It 
make the rivers look muddy or dirty.  The sediment carries many different things that effects the water quality, from pesticides, 
nutrients and other chemicals.  This in turn affects wildlife, fish and humans.

Iosco Creek Bull Run



Iosco Creek Water Monitoring Project



Bull Run Water Monitoring Project 
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 The 2020 Tree Program showed an increase of 1027 trees and 
shrubs, potted and bare root. 

• 2018 - 3742 trees & shrubs orders 
 2019 - 4129 trees & shrubs orders 
 2020 - 5156 trees & shrubs orders

 We also have wildflower packs available. Each flat contains 48 
plants, four each of 12 varieties of wildflowers. 

 2018 – 13 flats were ordered 
 2019 – 12 flats were ordered
 2020 – 13 flats were ordered 

 Look for the tree order form on our website and also in our 
2021 calendar. Orders must be in our office by February 26, 2021 
to insure availability. 

 Tree Ordering Open House February 19, 2021, 8:30-5:30 at the SWCD
District Office, 300 North State Street. Waseca.

Tree Program 
The 2020 Tree was the Norway Pine. The Norway Pine (Red Pine) is the State Tree of Minnesota.  
It is a Coniferous species meaning cone-bearing with needle like leaves. It grows to heights 
between 60’ to 80’, also known to reach 100’ in some areas.  It has a straight truck with a 
diameter reaching 30’- 40’.   The bark becomes divided in to large reddish brown plates as it 
matures, thus giving it the common name of Red Pine.  The dark green needles grow in clusters 
of 2 and   4”-6”  length.  The Norway Pine produces cones about 2” long that are light brown to 
gray in color.  They have thin concave scales without spines or prickles and are resin free.  Cones 
usually stay on the trees until the following spring or summer when the small seeds are 
scattered by the wind.



Who to contact with questions

SWCD-RIM, CREP, WCA, Cover Crops, Soil Health, Trees & Wildflowers, Waterways-Terraces-Buffer Project Planning, 
Landowner changes, Water Management Practices, Watershed Programs, Cost Share projects

Waseca SWCD, 300 North State Street, Waseca, MN  56093   507-835-0603

FSA-CRP, Tillable acres, Landownership changes, Farm Loan Programs, Farm Bill, Disaster Assistance Programs, Energy 
Programs, Cooperative Agreements

FSA Office, 235 Cedardale Drive, Owatonna, MN 55060 507-451-6730 ext. 2

NRCS-EQIP, CSP, WRE, Conservation Planning, Conservation Compliance, Watershed Protection and Flood 
Prevention Programs 

Waseca Field Office, 105 22nd Avenue NE, Waseca MN 56093 507-835-4800 ext. 3.

Planning and Zoning-Permits, Zoning information, Feedlot questions, Ditch and County Tile information, Public 
Waters 

Waseca County Planning and Zoning, 300 North State Street, Waseca, MN 56093 507-835-0650

Office hours for all above offices are 8:00-4:30 Monday – Friday (except Federal Holidays)

For more information on projects and events check out our 2021 Calendar.

If you haven’t received one and would like one-give us a call and we will send one out to you.


