
The Soil and Water Conservation District Office has had a number of inquiries of the assistance programs and
practices this year. We can help you with questions on CREP, Cover Crops, Soil Health, Terraces, Basins, Trees,
Wildflowers and Pollinators, Preventative Plant Seeding, RIM, Easement questions, Buffers. The office still retains
many older aerial maps, some going back as far as 1938, that may be helpful in land development planning.

Please drop by the office or give us a call to discuss any of your conservation questions and concerns.

The SWCD is available Monday – Friday 8:00 – 4:30 at 300 North State Street, Waseca, MN 56093. Our phone
number is 507-835-0603.

Mission Statement

The Prime Responsibility of  the District is to coordinate assistance on private lands to control erosion, prevent flooding, 
enhance wildlife, develop recreation, build the economic base, and to manage our soil and water resources.

Waseca SWCD

2022 Annual Newsletter 
300 North State Street, Waseca, MN  56093         507-835-0603



Meet the Waseca Supervisors and Staff

Monthly Board Meetings the 2nd Thursday of the 

month at 6:30 pm.

Wayne Cords, 

Chairman

District 1

Scott 

Hildebrandt, 

Vice Chairman 

District 4

Todd Stencel, 

Treasurer  

District 2

Keith 

Morgan, 

Secretary 

District 5

Larry Muff, 

Member 

District 3

Mark Schaetzke, 

District Manager

Tyler Polster, 

District Technician

April 2015 – May 

2022

Cheri Brummund, 

Administrative 

Assistant

Meetings are held at the Waseca County SWCD Office, 300 North State Street, Door 4, Waseca. 

*Meeting and location subject to change.  Check website for changes.

Taylor Piotter.

District Technician

July 2022 -

December 2022



2022 Waseca SWCD Conservation Farmers of the Year

Brad E  & LeAnne Krause

This year the Waseca SWCD Board of Supervisors recognize Brad and 

LeAnne Krause of Waseca, as Conservation Farmers of the Year.  They 

currently have a corn and bean operation on 400 acres.  Brad and LeAnne

started farming in 1987 after having off-farm jobs.  Starting with a tillage 

program, then trying a ridge till program, they are now committed to no-till 

beans and strip till corn programs.  They have experienced more productivity, 

increased resilience to drought, and a better return on investment through 

these practices.  Brad also does some custom strip tilling allowing others to try 

this conservation practice.  The windbreak pictured below was installed by soil 

and water conservation district staff 25 years ago. Brad and LeAnne also have 

a RIM easement that was put on a marginal field which now provides 

tremendous wildlife habitat.  The Krause’s have adopted technology into their 

operation and look forward to the day when they can use a driverless tractor.  



 Strive to promote soil and water conservation through

out Waseca County.

 Work with landowners to assist them with designs and

ideas to better their land.

 Work hand in hand with various organizations to help

combine information on problems arising in the county

concerning conservation needs.

 Advise and aid in designing various conservation

practices to county landowners.

 Aid NRCS, FSA and Waseca County in compliance checks.

 Verify land measurements for Buffer Law compliance.

 Offer educational information to schools and youth

organizations.

 Do plans for rain gardens, windbreaks, waterways,

terraces, basins.

 Aid landowners in education on cover crops, no-till, and

strip till practices.

 The SWCD has 5 Supervisors that over see projects that

the staff are involved in.

What does the Waseca SWCD do? 



1. Planting succulents in a rotting tree root-showing that something that is dying is 

still able to give life 

2. Nature on the farm-showing rivers, fields and wildlife

3. 10 Common weed problems in area fields ranging from Cup grass to Waterhemp.

4. Growing a worm farm

5. Gardening & preserving produce

6. Building a wood duck house

7. A very informative poster on PFAS – The “Forever” Chemicals

8. Using a drone on the farm-showing possible erosion areas, flooding issues, wind 

damage, plant health problems focusing on soybean & corn stand counts

9. Identifying invasive species-showing various aquatic species that are harming our 

lakes and rivers

This year the Waseca SWCD gave out 

9 Ribbons to area 4-Hers for their 

projects exhibited at the Waseca 

County Fair.  Projects that were 

chosen, touched on different types of 

conservation.

Items highlighted in the Projects were:



Permanent Easement Program available to Waseca County landowners

Landowners receive easement payment and reimbursed for costs to install habitat.  

You still retain ownership of land and right to limit access.  

The majority of applications were motivated in part for one of three general reasons.  

1 – Wetland restorations on cropland that is marginal and challenging to farm 

profitably such as low areas that have a history of drown outs multiple times in 10 

years, have steep eroded soils, or fields with irregular boundaries.  

2 – Filter strips on property where the landowner values protecting water quality.  

3 – A change in the farm operation such as retirement or ownership change that made 

a permanent easement with private wildlife habitat more appealing than renting it out 

or selling. 

Reinvest In Minnesota

Now accepting applications for wetland restorations.  Current opportunity is compatible with existing 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts.  

ConservationReserveEnhancement Program

Combination of Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and ReInvest in Minnesota (RIM).  Accepting 
applications but there is a limited amount of funding remaining.  



Truax Drill

When I pulled my hand out of the seed bag it 

had a pyramid of native grass and wildflower 

seed on it.  When I spread my fingers apart 

some of it fell through but it was so light and 

fluffy most of bridged the gaps and stayed on 

top of my hand.  It reminded me more of chaff 

that fell off the baler when baling alfalfa than 

seed.  The thoughts in my head may have 

been similar to many other farmers and 

landowners trying to get their native grass and 

wildflower seeding completed.  How am I 

going to get this to flow through a drill and get 

it spread evenly across my field?  Luckily the 

Waseca SWCD has an option for you by 

having a Truax 8’ grass no-till drill available 

for use.  This is a specialized drill with three 

seed boxes and seed agitators perfect to get 

light and fluffy seed to flow evenly.  It is 

adjustable to get the needed pounds per acre 

of seed the right depth in the soil.  It can also 

be used for cover crops, pasture mixes, or 

small grains.  SWCD staff will drop it off at 

your field, you just need a tractor to complete 

your seeding.  

Newly emerging drilled grass



Unique cost share opportunity thanks to Waseca County.
Waseca County initiated a unique cost share opportunity in 2021 using Riparian 

Funds as a funding source.  Riparian funds are dollars that counties get for their 

part in enforcing the MN Buffer Law.  Due to the high amount of compliance 

from Waseca County landowners with the MN Buffer Law there were funds 

available for conservation improvements.  Eligibility is tied to the same thing he 

MN Buffer Law focuses on:  Public Wates and Public Ditch systems.  The main 

goals of the program is to protect our water resources by keeping soil and 

nutrients on the land and improving wildlife habitat.  This effort was recognized 

by the Board of Water and Soil Resources in their May 2022 BWSR snapshots 

publication.  

Gully eligible for grassed waterway cost share through 

riparian funds program.  Iosco Creek is in background

Cover crops have been the most popular riparian 

funds application



Weed Harvester on Clear Lake in  Waseca

Unloading the Harvester

Getting set up

Harvester at work

Curly Leaf 

Pondweed

In 2022, Waseca County purchased and 

operated an Aquatic Weed Harvester on Clear 

Lake in Waseca. It was in use from May 24 to 

June 20 on heavy infested areas of Curly Leaf 

Pondweed (CLP).  It treated over 75 acres and 

successfully removed over 220 tons of CLP early 

in the season preventing seed (turion) 

production. The Waseca County Water 

Resources and Waseca Lakes Association were 

involved in the process.



Southern Portion of 

the Cannon River 

Planning Area

New source of cost share in the Cannon River Watershed

Producers and landowners within the Cannon River Watershed have a new cost share 

source available to them.  Funding through the state of MN has been acquired by the 

newly formed Cannon River Watershed Joint Powers Board (CRWJPB).  Funding is 

available for a wide variety of projects such as cover crops, streambank stabilization, 

grassed waterways, terraces, and others.  Cost share amounts vary based on if the 

project falls within one of the priority areas of the Cannon River Comprehensive 

Watershed Management Plan finalized and adopted last year. Cannon watershed is 

selected as priority area for Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).



Le Sueur 1 Watershed 1 Plan

Partners from the counties and SWCD’s in Waseca, Blue Earth, Faribault, and 

Freeborn are making strides in securing substantial conservation funding for the 

Le Sueur Watershed. More information can be found at: 

www.co.waseca.mn.us/438/LeSueur-River-One-Watershed-One-Plan

A Public Midpoint Meeting was held at the Main Street Plaza in Pemberton on 

April 4, 2022.  Many interested landowners were present for the meeting.  The 

Planning Progress was discussed.  Small group discussions were held on 

Resource concerns, followed by a wrap-up  the meeting.



MN DNR Walk-In Access Program

Venture north of the village of Smith’s Mill on the Waseca/Blue Earth County Line Road and you 

might see some strange looking 6 sided yellow signs in one of the fields.  If your eyesight is decent 

you will read the words “Walk-In Access”.  If you are curious enough to stop you’ll see “Private land, 

open only to public hunting Sept 1 to May 31.  NO MOTORIZED VEHICLES  MN Department of 

Natural Resources”.  The Walk-In Access (WIA) program is a great opportunity to increase public 

access to private land for recreational hunting. Enrollment for interested landowners is completely 

voluntary and offers an $18 per acre payment with a 40 acre minimum of quality habitat. The MN 

DNR does all the boundary posting and accepts liability.  The program has been in MN for several 

years now and is looking for more lands to enroll.  Enrollment options are flexible for the landowner 

with the option to cancel at any time.  WIA is a good option for landowners with habitat in RIM or CRP 

who are interested in a little more income and willing to let others enjoy their property.  Waseca 

SWCD can help you determine if you are eligible and walk you through the application process. 

Walk-In Access Hunting Atlas’ are available at Waseca SWCD Office or on line at 

www.dnr.state.mn.us/walkin



• 2022 - 7193 trees & shrubs orders 
• 2021 - 7257 trees & shrubs orders
• 2020 - 5156 trees & shrubs orders
 2019 - 4129 trees & shrubs orders 
 2018 - 3742 trees & shrubs orders 

We also had wildflower packs available. Each flat contained 48 
plants, four each of 12 varieties of wildflowers. There was an 
increase of 4 more packs sold in 2022.

 2022 - 20 flats were ordered
 2021 - 16 flats were ordered
 2020 - 13 flats were ordered
 2019 - 12 flats were ordered
 2018 - 13 flats were ordered 

2023 Tree Ordering Open House  

February 16, 2023    8:00-5:00

SWCD District Office, 300 North State Street, Waseca

Forms available on our website and also on the 2023 Calendar. 

2022 Featured Tree of the Year was the Swamp White Oak

The Swamp White Oak provides cover for birds and mammals. The acorns are sweet and are 
an important food for wildlife such as squirrels, mice, white-tailed deer, beaver and a variety 
of birds, including ducks and turkey. The trees can grow well in areas that are dry, poorly 
drained and wet, or even occasionally flooded, and they will tolerate significant soil 
compaction.  They grow to be approximately 65 feet high. There were 325Swamp White Oak 
sold this year.

The 2022 Tree Program showed a slight decline in total number of 

trees delivered.  This was partially due to nurseries unable to fill 

orders because of dry weather conditions.


