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1948 First District Board of Supervisors

Pictured left to right:  Earnest Marquardt, Ray Dinneen, 
Walter Rosenthal, Rueben Youngberg, Arnold Keller

The Waseca Soil Conservation District was organized in 1948, by County Commissioners, the Extension Service and Local Farmerswho 
headed committees to carry on with educational works on conservation.  Election for the District Board was held August 18, 1948.
Elected were:  Rueben Youngberg, Walter Rosenthal, and Earnest Marquardt.  Arnold Keller and Ray Dinneenwere appointed by the 
State Committee.  Their first Board Meeting was held September 7, 1948, electing Arnold Keller as Chairman, Walter Rosenthal as Vice 
Chairman and Ray Dinneenas Secretary-Treasurer.

Board Members served the Soil Conservation District through the years as follows:  EarnerstMarquardt 1948-1965, Ray Dinneen
1948-1962, Walter Rosenthal 1948-1961, Rueben Youngberg 1948-1959, and Arnold Keller 1948-1959.



Present Board of SupervisorsFirst Board of Supervisors



Organization of the Waseca Soil Conservation District

The Waseca Soil Conservation District was organized in 1948. The District was 
organized by the County Commissioners, the Extension Service and area Farmers who headed 
committees to carry on educational work.  All townships except Wilton and Iosco were 
organized. 

The first Soil Conservation Service (SCS) Office assisted the Waseca Soil 
Conservation District and together opened an office in the Falk Building 108 2nd Street NE in 
1949.  Twelve neighborhood groups were organized for conservation planning meetings during 
the year.  Roy Gallagerwas selected to represent Waseca County in the State Plowing Contest.

The first Annual Meeting of land owners cooperating with Waseca Soil Conservation 
District was held on February 23, 1950 at the New Richland High School.  The sponsor of the 
meeting was the New Richland Commercial Club.  135 people attended.  Wilton and Iosco 
became part of the organized counties.

The second Annual Meeting was held in at the Community Hall in Waseca in January 
1951, with over 300 in attendance.  The offices moved above the Marshall Wells Hardware 
Store at 124 ½ North Main Street.  The Waseca Coil Conservation District placed 1st in the State 
Soil Conservation Contest sponsored by the Minneapolis Tribune, was for programs activities in 
1950.

In 1952, the third Annual Meeting was held at the Janesville High School.  A Ladies 
Auxiliary of the Soil Conservation District was organized with Hazel Keller as chairman.  The first 
Conservation Air Tours were held viewing Waseca County.  86 interested people made the tour.



1950 Soil Conservation Program at the Art Byron Farm



1953

In 1951 over 700 people from 15 districts participated 
in Air Tours.  In 1952 over 20 Districts participated 
with 1540 making the flights and learning from the air 
and on the ground.  1953 was the first Air Tour for 
Waseca County.



1954
Soil Conservation Service and Waseca 

Conservation District work together to bring 
new Techniques to Waseca County.

Rod Searle of Waseca County, discusses the improvements 
made by a pumping outlet on his farm.  Part of the pumping 
outlet is the drop box outlet in his drainage ditch.



The Waldorf Booster Club sponsored the fourth Annual Meeting in 1953.  The 
Speaker was Alf Larson from Hayfield.  The District received the Outstanding Soil 
Conservation Area Award, rom the Minneapolis Tribune  for accomplishments done in 
1952. In a joint meeting with Steele and Rice County Soil District Boards a decision to 
purchase a new bulldozer was made.  The bulldozer was to be used for application of 
conservation practices.  The first Waseca County Plowing Contest was held on the 
Leonard EwertFarm.  

1954 The fifth Annual Meeting was held at the Southern School of 
Agriculture, with Myron Clark, State Commissioner of Agriculture as speaker.  The 
District received a second place Outstanding Conservation Award from the Minneapolis 
Tribune.  Land Appreciation Day was held at Art TrahmsFarm and the Frank Cahill Farm 
attracting about 500.  Gene Holmes was the contour champ and on to National and 
World Matches, EldorTeschwas level land winner and Donna Frethamwas crowned 
Queen of the Furrows.  A request was made to the County bankers and local Sportsman 
club to purchase a tree planter for county use.

In 1955, The Soil Conservation District Board agreed to act as sponsors, along 
with other governing boards from involved counties, of the Crane Creek Watershed 
Project and the Janesville Village Watershed Project. The sixth Annual Meeting was held 
at the Southern School of Agriculture with a record breaking attendance.  The main 
speaker was Matt Thorfinnson, Executive Director of the State Association of Soil 
Conservation District Supervisors.



1955 Plow Contests, Land Contests, Queen of the Furrows Contest

In the early days of the Soil & Water Conservation District, 
farmers enjoyed competing and attending events like plow 
contests, land judging contests and others.  This usually 
involved many spectators from across southern Minnesota 
and northern Iowa.  These contest winners could  also go on 
to complete in State and National Contests.  This is what 
Waseca County resident Gene Holmes did.  He won Waseca 
County and State Contour Plowing  contest  in 1954 and 
competed and won the National Contest in 1955. He then 
went on to enter the World Matches. 



1955 Janesville Village Watershed Project

1955 brought about more interest, 
conversations and meetings on the Watershed Plan 
for Janesville Village Watershed Project.  This area 
included waters from Lake Elysian, Ditches Numbers 
29, 30, 1 and 6.  It has an area of 5,000 acres.  There 
were approximately 210 farmers having land in the 
watershed area, according to Joe Gabiouof the Soil 
Conservation District Office.  
Ψ²ŀǘŜǊ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŦŀǊƳ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΣ 
must begin where rain hits the earth and snow 
begins to melt.  It starts with the right land use for 
each kind of land and application of needed 
conservation practices to prevent erosion and get 
more water to for into the soil and pass through it 
ǎƭƻǿƭȅΦΩ (above information and text taken from the article in the Janesville 

Argus dated Thursday, February 10, 1955)



1956



1957

A District record was established for Terrace Applications.  

Several terracing demonstrations using a motor patrol grader and the Tri-District 
Bulldozer were held to stimulate interest in terracing.  Demonstrations started in 
1956 and continued in 1957.  The final result for the year was 9 miles of terraces 
were applied.  The Tri-District Bulldozer was used in building field and diversion 
type terraces.



1958

Another Office move, this time to the Didra
Building at 100 ½ South State Street.  All five 
Supervisors received 10 Year Service Awards from 
Governor Orville Freeman, this was the first award of 
its kind ever given. 

Terracing demonstrations were held at the 
Wes Hatlefarm east of New Richland.

A Work Relations Memorandum of 
Understanding was signed by the Minnesota Division of 
Forestry.  Conservation Tours and demonstrations on 
wheel track planting were done and also Teachers 
Workshops.

The Tenth Annual Meeting was also held, 
with Phil Matson, Professor of Agricultural Engineering 
at the University of Minnesota speaking.



1959

Waseca Soil Conservation District was rated number 
one by the Minneapolis Tribune.  Awards of $175 for 
Outstanding District accomplishments.  An award of 
$45 was given for the Best State Soil Conservation 
Neighbor Group of working with farmers on their soil 
problems.  These awards were all given by the associate 
editor, George Peterson of the  Minneapolis Star.



1960

Waseca Soil Conservation 
District Board joined the 
Freeborn County District 
Board on a Tour in Le Sueur 
County of the conservation 
work that had been done 
there.

A Memorandum of 
Understanding was signed 
with Minnesota Division of 
Game and Fish.

District name was changed to 
Waseca Soil and Water 
Conservation District 
December 19, 1960 and 
adopted by the State of 
Minnesota February 27, 1961.



In 1961, the thirteenth Annual Meeting was held as a noon lunch at the VFW in 
Waseca.  Art TrahmsFarm was the host of the Land Appreciation Day.  Danny Peterson 
and Don Goodrich won the plowing contest and Donna McShane was chosen as Queen 
of the Furrows.  The District Board took the important part of promoting the two area 
watersheds:  Crane Creek and Janesville Village.  The office moved to the Old Fellows 
Building, 219 2nd St Northeast.  

1962  The fourteenth Annual Meeting was held at the Fox Inn in New Richland 
with Duane Wilson, State Commissioner of Agriculture being the main speaker.  Board 
Members have been attending many meetings as sponsors of the two watersheds.  330 
Agricultural Conservation Programs have been implimentedthrough the District by Soil 
Conservation Service.  Winner of the Senior Division of the state Soil Conservation 
Speech Contest was Susan Keyes of Janesville.

1963 The Soil Conservation District again won the Minneapolis Tribune Service 
Award.  Six Soil Conservation District Road Signs were installed on the major roads 
throughout Waseca County.  Bert Hansen of Vernon Center was the main speaker at the 
fifteenth Annual Convention.  The Work Plan for the Crane Creek Watershed was signed 
by the sponsors.  The District Board imposed a charge for layout of drainage practices by 
District staffτthese charges we to be used to pay for District employees.



1964

Crane Creek Watershed funded for installation.  9,000 trees and shrubs were sold to 50 
landowners.  Anita Kozanwon the Area Speech Contest.  Projects continue to be 
implemented.



1965  The District and SCS spent a great deal of time in the layout of 
conservation practices and display of field for PlowvilleField Days.  *The State and 
National Plowing contests were held on the Harlan and Bob Powell Farms north of 
Waseca on September 16-мтΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŘǳōōŜŘ άMudvilleέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜŀǾȅ 
rains drowned out most events.  Congressman Gerald Ford, Governor Karl Rolvaag 
and TV celebrity Jim Nabors unfurled umbrellas to meet 800 of the expected 
30,000-50,000 onlookers. Soil Survey of Waseca County was published and made 
available to the public.  
*information taken from The Streets are Wider Now, Waseca, Minnesota 1868-1988 by Carol Rutledge page 40



1966 
About 200 farmers and friends attended the seventeenth consecutive Annual Meeting. Delevan farmer, Don Willette
was the main speaker.  The District wins Tribune Award again. The final plan for the Crane Creek Watershed Project 
was completed.  State Soil Conservation Speech Contest, Junior Division winner was Betty Byron. Regional State 
Legislators and candidates were given a tour of local conservation practices. It was also a busy year with Watersheds.  
The Janesville Watershed Project was signed by County and the Final Plans were Filed on the Crane Creek Watershed.



1967  Being one of the 6 sponsoring units of the 
Janesville Village Watershed Project, the Waseca Soil 
and Water Conservation District Board approves and 
signs the Work Plan.  Later in the year, Janesville 
Watershed receives Grant for $261,500.  Other items 
of interest during the year included another 1st place 
for Soil Conservation and also Mrs. Art Trahms
elected President of State Auxiliary. Pemberton Area 
Project. Gopher Getter Machine.



The Crane Creek Watershed also broke ground in November and 
construction work started. The ground breaking ceremonies were held near 
Clinton falls at the Al Smith Farm.


