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Serving 75 Years in Waseca
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1948 First District Board of Supervisors

Pictured left to right: Earnest Marquardt, RRainneen
Walter Rosenthal, Rueben Youngberg, Arnold Keller

The Waseca Soil Conservation District was organized in 1948, by County Commissioners, the Extension Service and Latal Farmers
headed committees to carry on with educational works on conservation. Election for the District Board was held Augd&t 18, 19
Elected were: RuebeYioungbergWalter Rosenthal, and Earnest Marquardt. Arnold Keller andReneenwere appointed by the

State Committee. Their first Board Meeting was held September 7, 1948, electing Arnold Keller as Chairman, Walter &d4eathal
Chairman and Rdyinneenas Secretarfreasurer

Board Members served the Soil Conservation District through the years as fokawserstMarquardt 19481965, Rayinneen
19481962, Walter Rosenthal 194861, Rueben Youngberg 194859, and Arnold Keller 194959.



Walter Rosenthal
Rueben Youngerberg
Arnold Keller
Ernest Marquardt
Ray Dinneen

Art Trahms
Emmett Swenson
Gene Miller
Gordon Bartelt
Roland Peterson
Art Below
George Dovle

Willard Gerdts
Gordon Mittlesteadt

First Board of Supervisors

Past and Present Board of Supervisors since 1948

Names and dates listed are from Meeting records available.

8/18/1948-3/13/1962
8/18/1948-3/27/1961
8/18/1948-3/27/1961
8/19/1948-3/26/1967
8/19/1948-3/12/1963
2/1/1960-12/31/1978
3/28/1960-3/22/1965
3/13/1962-3/17/1972
3/12/1963-3/17/1970
3/22/1965-12/31/1974
3/28/1968-12/31/1979
1/1/1971-3/17/1972

4/3/1972-XX
4/3/1972-12/31/1982

Ivan Scheffert
Charles Priebe
Gerald Stencel
Carl Guse
Henry Rieck
Joe Harguth
Larry Hagen
Al Roesler

Jon Trahms
Boyd Fuller
Curt Russell

Denﬁis Ewert
Paul Berry
Tom Grant

12/5/1972-12/31/1978
1/7/1975-12/31/1981
1/1/1979-12/31/1984
1/1/1979-12/31/1984
1/1/1981-12/31/1986
1/1/1981-12/31/1986
1/1/1983-12/31/2004
1/1/1985-12/31/1990
1/1/1985-12/31/1990
1/1/1987-12/31/1994
1/1/1987-12/31/2003

1/1/1991-12/31/1994
1/1/1991-12/31/1995
1/1/1994-12/31/2000

leff Ruedy

Ron Coy

Wavyne Cords
Jurgen Peters
Bob Drager
Roger Androli
Ron Purcell
Larry Hagen
Scott Hildebrandt
Jesse Schafer
Todd Stencel
Keith Morgan
Larry Muff
Gregg Rosenthal
Matt Sommers

1/1/1994-12/31/2004
1/1/1996-12/31/2001
1/1/2001-Current
1/1/2003-6/3/2013
1/1/2003-12/31/2015
1/1/2005-12/31/2008
1/1/2005-6/20/2013
1/1/2009-12/31/2016
10/9/2013-12/31/2022
5/8/2014-7/31/2019
1/1/2015-12/31/2022
1/1/2017Current
9/11/2019-Current
1/1/2023-Current
1/1/2023-Current

|
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Organization of the Waseca Soil Conservation District

The Waseca Soil Conservation District was organized in 1948. The District was
organized by the County Commissioners, the Extension Service and area Farmers who headed
committees to carry on educational work. All townships except Wilton and losco were
organized.

The first Soil Conservation Service (SCS) Office assisted the Waseca Soil
Conservation District and together opened an office in the Falk Building"t@r2et NE in
1949. Twelve neighborhood groups were organized for conservation planning meetings during
the year. Roysallagemwas selected to represent Waseca County in the State Plowing Contest.

The first Annual Meeting of land owners cooperating with Waseca Soil Conservation
District was held on February 23, 1950 at the New Richland High School. The sponsor of the
meeting was the New Richland Commercial Club. 135 people attended. Wilton and losco
became part of the organized counties.

The second Annual Meeting was held in at the Community Hall in Waseca in January
1951, with over 300 in attendance. The offices moved above the Marshall Wells Hardware
Store at 124 Y2 North Main Street. The Waseca Coil Conservation District placedelState
Soil Conservation Contest sponsored by the Minneapolis Tribune, was for programs activities in
1950.

In 1952, the third Annual Meeting was held at the Janesville High School. A Ladies
Auxiliary of the Soil Conservation District was organized with Hazel Keller as chairman. The first
Conservation Air Tours were held viewing Waseca County. 86 interested people made the tour.



1950 Soil Conservation Program at the Art Byron Farm

‘Waseca Journal Phoic
THIS CROWD SHOT gives some idea of the number of people attending the soil conservation
program at the Art Byron farm, Janesville, Thursday. The attendance was estimated at over
6,000. The picture was taken following Governor Youngdahl's address. He can be seen in the
center foreground while Speaker of the House, John Hartle, stands a few feet back and tc
the left of the Governor.



1953 7 Sor! Cowserverzrorn f
Arr Tours

Sponsered by
MINNESOTA STATE SOIL CONSERVATION COMMITTEE

In 1951 over 700 people from 15 districts participated
in Air Tours. In 1952 over 20 Districts participated B
with 1540 making the flights and learning from the air ‘
and on the ground. 1953 was the first Air Tour for

Waseca County.
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WE_LEARN_BY LOOKING 5
- AT the u;l::hz from below
znd feom the air above.
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WINGBREAKS CUT SOIL LOSSES

SEE AND THEN SOLVE
YOUR CONSERVATION PROBLEMS

Prepared ciceulated by
3 eranrunr o cnonsoTIES SEE TOMORROW -- TODAY /

LOOK AT YOUR FARM FACE TO FACE




1954
Soil Conservation Service and Waseca
Conservation District work together to bring
new Techniques to Waseca County.

Rod Searle of Waseca County, discusses the improvements
made by a pumping outlet on his farm. Part of the pumping
outlet is the drop box outlet in his drainage ditch.

ROD SEARLE, left, discusscs the improvements made by a pumping outlet vn his
farm in Wascea county with Frank Martin, cenier, area conservationist for the
U. S. Sail Conservation Service, and Joa Gabiou, farm planner for the Waseca
~ county soil copservation district. Thanks to sofl conservation practices, the farm
~ today is in a position to make money for Searle,

Modern Techniques Enlisted--

CITY MAN FARM SUCCESS

By HAROLD SEVERSON
Pionesr Press News Service
WASECA. MINN.—You hear of

eity folks buying famms:
vesument or hobby,

These nsuslly are wealthy peo-
plemmmmmormmc isn't
oo impressive a chunk of money.

If the farm loses money, that's
too bad. It isn’t catastrophic,
crushing, or a blow that's foo big
to take. The losses are deducted
on incoyne fax reports and that'’s
that.

However, Rod Searle says he
definitely isn't & member of this
monied group. He was a cifty man
and §35000 is s great deal of
money to him. Nevertheless, he
and his wife did buy & farm in
Waseca county, coming all the
wity from New Jersey to settle on
a Z80-acre plasce about 10 miles
from here. The initial moving to
the farm. initially was the idea of
Searle's brotherv-in -law, Robert
Christie. The two worked as part-
ners until recently when Christie
entered & new line of endeavor.
HERE TO STAY

That was in 1347. It's been a
rugged six years but the Searle
{amily has enjoyed them. There's
no thought of going back to New
Jersey. In fact, Rod Searle puts
it this way:

“T'm never going back!"

And that's quite a statement
when you consider the drudgery,
worrying and ftribulations which
bhave barrassed the Searles ever
since they moved on a farm some-
what the worse for wear.

“It's been an experience,"”
‘he .s3y%. s!w . And Mrs. Sear]e
agrees wi

Back ln “New Jersey, Rod|tem
Searle was s junior ' executive
specializing in production control
work. He always wanted to be his
own hoss. however, and farming
fascinated him. This held true
even though he knew ahout as
rouch about raising crops and
livestock as the average farmer
knows about balancing the fed-
erel government’s bu

It wasn't much of & {arm when

nod Seu'lo took it over. Even his |80
nd eve could

see that ero-
dnn had caused plenty of trouble
on the stecper flelds. Much of the
farm needed to be ditched and
thled in order fo get maximum
pmducﬂm from the sloughs and
wet spot

Seuleﬂguuditwutn;aoblg-
tagk for him to tackle so he went
to the Wascea County Sofl Con-
eervation district and asked for as-
sistance. The supervisors sceepted
his petition for assistance and as-
signed Joe Gabiou, the district's
farm plamner, to survey the situ-
ation and’lay out a plan.
SLOUGHS ARE PROBLEM

1t proved to be a big task—
about as complicated & job as any
that Joe Gablou had ever tackled.
For one thing, there were two
Iurge sloughs on the place., From
a fatmer's standpoint, they were
big nuisances—'‘to thin to plow
and tod thick to drink.'’ From &
techniciun’s stundpoint, they were
real challenges fo - engineering
skill. One covered about 25 ncres
and the other about 15.

'Thcy weren't doing me a bit of
good,"" Rod Searle explained. I
paid taxes on them but as far as
income was concerned, there
wasn't & thin dime in crops or
forage being produced on those
acres."

The engineers scratched their
heads over the problem before

deciding to dig & deep, winding
ditch that curved:about 4,500 feet
before ending up with the LeSueur
river as the outlet.

“This farm has two wgter-
sheds," explains Frank D, Martin
of Owatonna, area conservationist,
who took a hand in. designing the
ditch system. “One watershed ¢ov-
ers about two square miles and the
other about six. All the water

the area now being drained by the
ditches and tile system.” Martin
assigned Fd Luecke
mmemmmmm
nmanmmlmdrdnmw!-

One of -the wmajor pmhlnu
facing Luecke and Gabiou
getting the sm'plus water lmm a
S0-acre of land. They got

hen
water in the pit reaches a certain
level,

The big ditch is equipped with a.
drvp box. 1nle! to prevent the water
from rushing too rapidly during a'
heavy rain. Without this protective
measure, the flood waters could
easlly gouge out a hole in the

SEARLE EXAMINES a drop box inlet in his drainage
ditch. This serves to check the flow of flood waters
and prevent them from ripping out holes in the
ditch,

“We hope to do much befter
than this now thal we have our
fields tilled and we can follow a
good soil building crop rotation
for the first’ time."” “The major
rotation is a four-year rotation of
tW0 row crops, one graia, and one
year of bay. This {akes care of the
flat fields. On rougher ground we
will use more hay and contour
our row and grain crops.”

Keenly interested in hunting and
fishing, Searle has established sev-
eral  wildlife refuges on the
steeper parts of his farm. He has
planted between 5,000 and 6,000
trees, including Norway pine,
green” ash, hiack wainut 2nd tam-
aratk on about four acres of land.

All fn all, the Searles are show-
ing that it's possible for a man to
make a success of

diteh.
Since electricity is necessary In

a special line was run out 1o the
pit. This measures approximately
@ quarter of a mile in length,

Searles hasn't neglected erosfon
cmlrml measures. The first con-

tour strips on his farm were
out {n 1949 to conserve the remain-
ing topsoll,

"It bothers me when I see how
much topsoil is being washed from
the slopes of neighboring farms,"”
Searle commented. “Here on this
farm we were not one month too
early in getting our program es-
tablished. Now with the slump in
farm prices, it's up to me to get
bigger yields from the 160 acres
I have under plow, Easiest way
is to plant erops oa the contour,
use a sensible rotation, and apply
comimercial fertilizer and manure.
My first year osts averaged only
12 bushels jo the acte. In 1952,
they warn around 50 bushels. Corn
ylelds have fumped to around 75
hushels an acre whereas at one

time we thought 50 bushels was

order to operate the sump pump, |



The Waldorf Booster Club sponsored the fourth Annual Meeting in 1953. The
Speaker was Alf Larson from Hayfield. The District received the Outstanding Soill
Conservation Area Award, rom the Minneapolis Tribune for accomplishments done in
1952.1n a joint meeting with Steele and Rice County Soil District Boards a decision to
purchase a new bulldozer was made. The bulldozer was to be used for application of
conservation practices. Tliest Waseca County Plowing Contest was held on the
LeonardEwertFarm.

1954 The fifth Annual Meeting was held at the Southern School of
Agriculture, with Myron Clark, State Commissioner of Agriculture as speaker. The
District received a second place Outstanding Conservation Award from the Minneapoli
Tribune. Land Appreciatidday was held at AffrahmsFarm and the Frank Cahill Farm
attracting about 500. Gene Holmes was the contour champ and on to National and
World MatchesEldorTeschwas level land winner and Donikgethamwas crowned
Queen of the Furrows. A request was made to the County bankers and local Sportsm
club to purchase a tree planter for county use.

In 1955, The Soil Conservation District Board agreed to act as sponsors, alor
with other governing boards from involved counties, of the Crane Creek Watershed
Project and the Janesville Village Watershed Project. The sixth Annual Meeting was h
at the Southern School of Agriculture with a record breaking attendance. The main
speaker was MafThorfinnson Executive Director of the State Association of Soil
Conservation District Supervisors.



1955 Plow Contests, Land Contests, Queen of the Furrows Conte
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AROUND THE PLOWING CONTESTANTS hundreds of people gatherad to walch the work
done Officials at the annual Waseca Plowing contest, held Friday at the Harold Jolinson farny
aorth of New Richland, estimated the number of visitors to be about 500. A refreshment stand

at the site provided cooling drinks for conte:tants and spectators alike,

Tesch Brothers of Waldorf Sweep
Plowing Contest Honors Friday;

‘ 3 L W A i
QUEEN OF THE FURROWS for 1955 is Adrienne Warburton,
shown at the left in the front. The daughter of Mr. and Mrs,
Paul Warburton, Adrienne was named furrow gueen during
the judging Friday at the annual plowing contest. Others in
the picturc include Mary Jean Johnson, next to the gueen-
elect, and Judy Olson and Constance Bethke in the back row

Chris Hagen, Bob
Gerlach Win Land
Judging Contests

Eldor and Harold Tesch, Wal-
dorf hrotliers, , swept the top
honors of the Waseca County
Plowing contests Friday at the
Harold Johnson farm a mile
north of New Richland on High-
way 13,

Eldor, who also won in
1954, won first place in level
land competition driving A
John Decre tractor, He was
spansored by Edw,  (Nush)
Priche Implement Co., Wase-
ea.  Harold took first place in
the contour contest with a
Jolin Deere, alsn, Iie was
sponsored by Doss Implement,
Tanesville,

Winner of the land judging
contest was Chris Hagen, Naw
Richland, in the adult division
and Bob Gerlach, Owatonna, in
the junior division.

Adrienne Warburton, [osco
township, daughter of Vv, and
Mrs. Paul Warburton, w.a s
crowned Queen of the Fuarrows
by Donna Fretbam, the 1956-55
queen elected last yoar,

Second place in the level
land contest went to  Charles
Furr, Wascca, driving a Mane-
apolis-Moline tractor and spon-
sored by Waseca Implement Co.
Third placc was Milton Nelson,
New Richland, sponsored by
Boie Implément and driving an
International tractor,

Second place in the contour
division wenl ta L. O. Mortin-
son, Junesville, sponsored by
'Arnuldt Implement. He drove
jan International, Ward Wendt,
Janesville, was third with sn
Allis-Chalimers, sponsored by
Ferry and Kuyper Implement,
Waseca,

A total of nine contestants
entercd the plowing cvents,
six of the pontestants enteved
Luth,

Eldor une Haroid both awill
enter the state meet at Plow-
ville, to bo held at Rothsay
wnd 17
¢ sixth In t h e
ion lasi year,

Otlher girls participating in
the Queen of th: Furrows con-
test ineluded Judy Olson, Mary
Jean Johnson and Constance
Bethke,

Gene Holmes, the contour
plowing winner last year who
went on to win the state com-
petition was present during
the day Friday but did not en-
ter any of the contests. He
will compete in the nutional
contest after the state con-
tests have hecn held.

Other winners in  the land
judging conlest included Mar
vin Ziner, Owatonna, and Daryl
Rosenthal, Waseca, second and
third, respectively, in the junior
division, and Otto Eichhorst,
Waldorf, and Roger Hofstad,
New i

in the adult division.

hland, sccond and third
|

1955 National Contour Plow Maltch Winner Gene FHolmes
(1954 Waseca County Plow Contest Winner)

In the early days of the Soil & Water Conservation District,
farmersenjoyed competing and attending events like plow
contestsjand judgingcontests and others. This usually
involved many spectators from across southern Minnesota
and northern lowa. These contest winners could also go on
to complete in State and National Contests. This is what
Waseca County resident Gene Holmes did. He won Wasecs
County and State Contour Plowing cont@stl954 and
competed and won the National Contest in 195 then

went on to enter the World Matches.



1955 Janesville Village Watershed Project Interest High In Watershed Plan

U | whae s or the
raw | ol thay [

1955 brought about more interest,
conversations and meetings on the Watershed Plan gj_"f'f
for Janesville Village Watershed Project. This area -\
included waters from Lake Elysian, Ditches Numbersiy—
29, 30, 1 and 6. It has an area of 5,000 acres. Therg
were approximately 210 farmers having land in the
watershed area, according to JG&abiouof the Soil
Conservation District Office.

W2 | §SNJ al ylF3SYSyidasz GKS
must begin where rain hits the earth and snow
begins to melt. It starts with the right land use for
each kind of land and application of needed
conservation practices to prevent erosion and get
more water to for into the soil and pass through it

af-2 @bﬁ)veén@rﬁtion and text taken from the article in the Janesville
Argus dated Thursday, February 10, 1955)

b state convervitivnist fom
St Pual,
i




1956

Conservation
Progress in ’56
Reported Here

Walt Rosenthal, chairman of
the Waseca Soil Conservation
| district, reports that 1956 was a
record year for the district in
assisting farmers in the estab-
lishment of soil conservation
practices,

In reviewing this report with
Joe Gabiou, soil conservationist
for the district, Rosenthal calls
attention to the good progress
made in establishing contour
strip ecropping, terracing and
grassed waterways.

Contour strips were layed out
by soil conservation service tech-
nicians on 32 farms while six
farms got started or completed
installation of parallel terraces,
which totaled over six miles:
Thirty thousand feet of water-
ways for erosion control or sur-
face water disposal also were es-
tablished,

Technical drainage assistance

to farmers again ran high with
three county ditch and tile sys-
tem being installed along with
over 600,000 lineal feet of drain
tile on individual farms. This
represents an investment on the
part of county farmers of ap-
proximately $250,000.
. Complete farm plans were
drawn up for 40 farms. These
plans c4ll for using land accord-
ing to land capabilities. Within
these plans farmers were given
individual help on layout of
fields for rotations with land use
recommendations for cropland,
pastures, woodlots, windbreaks
and wildlife improvememnt.

Joe Cummins, area soil scient-
ist, is-in charge of detailed soil
surveys which were completed

on 16,200 acres in 1956. Total'
acres mapped in the -county
amount to 171,371. This leaves'
a balance of only 91,262 acres
remaining to be mapped. |
i Total farmer cooperators in
|the district now number 652.
Rosenthal also gives much cred- ]
it for an oulstanding year to the
county ACP program and the
educational help of the exten-
sion service. |

Soil Conservation Pays Good Dividends!

Contour strips on farm of Ernst Marquardt, Free- Jewison Brothers pumping plant for tile outlet.
dem Township, New seeding and old hay strips. Plant located in Janesville Township.

Contour strips on the Chester Bethke farm in
Otisco Township.

Contour strips on the Clarence Gottschalk farm
in Janesville Township.

Grass waterway on Art Byron demonstration

farm in Janesville Township. Joe Gabiou, farm Outstanding windbreak on the Art Marquardi farm

planner, is shown checking bromegrass while in 18 Freedom Township.

the waterway,



1957

A District record was established for Terrace Applications.$

One of the most effective means of controlling soil erosion
is to build terraces, Mr. Gabiou said. Pictured above is Al
Trahms, right, checking a terracing job being installed on his
farm last fall south of Janesville, With him is Elmer Witt of
rural Janesville and Walt Rosenthal, soil conservation district
Somis s board chairman from Waseca.

o g~
T R

A terrace is built around the contour of sloping areas, about
midway in theislope. It is constructed with a slight trough and

“THE RAINS CAME, THE SOIL WENT” migzht e the best way to describe the above pic- a built up ridge (on which Mr. Trahms is standing). This pro-*
ture, says Joe¢ Gabiou, distriet soil conservationist; who snapped the scene near Janesville vides a run-off for the water and prevents it from cascading
shortly after the downpour last week. Shown in dfie picture is a fleld of soybeans planted up down the entire slope or hill, carrying rich topsoil with it. The
and down a sloping field, alongside a county Toad. Several hundred tons of rich topsoil have . land is farmed parallel to the terrace,
l been washed down the bean rows to the bottom of the slope covering not only the beans but According to soil district technicians, four hundred miles or
| also filling up the road ditch and spilling onto the road itself. According to Gabiou, this repre- so of terraces are needed on sloping fields in Janesville and
sents an irreparable loss to the farmer and a loss to the local taxpayers who must eventually Alton townships.

' foot the bill cleaning out road ditches, Soil erosion, as. pictured above, was a common sight
this week on sloping fields not protected with terraces or contour strips, the technician said.

Severdaterracing demonstrations using a motor patrol grader and theDistrict
Bulldozer were held to stimulate interest in terracinDemonstrations started in
1956 and continued in 1957. The final result for the year was 9 miles of terraces
were applied. The FDistrict Bulldozer was used in building field and diversion

type terraces.



1958 One of Best
Years for Soil
Conservation

Walter Rosenthal, chairman of the

board reports 1958 as one of the best
years for accomplishments in'the ap-
plication of soil conservation prac-
tices on county farms.

Listed below are practices applied
during 1958. District technicians as-
sisted 209 farmers with field layout
in the application of these practices,
Farmers cooperators in the Soil Con-
servation District now number 777.

Contour strip cropping—420 acres.

Field strip cropping—20 acres.

Contour planting of row crop—222
acres.

Terracing and field diversions—I10
miles.

Grass waterways using heavy
equipment—50.000 ft.

Field windbreaiks—3 acres.
| Wildlife areas—30 acres,

i Improvement of permanent pasture
| —56 acres.
, Conservation crop rotation—2500

Waseca Soil Conservation District |

acres,;

acres.
= Tile drainage—2500. acres, 601,000
t.

| Open ditch drainage on farms—7 |
| miles.

l Structures—I1.
| Ponds—I.

i Pumping stations—2.

Rotation pasture or meadow—500 |
|

1958

Another Office move, this time to theidra
Building at 100 Y2 South State Street. All five
Supervisors received 10 Year Service Awards from
Governor Orville Freeman, this was the first award of
its kind ever given.

Terracing demonstrations were held at the
WesHatlefarm east of New Richland.

A Work Relations Memorandum of
Understanding was signed by the Minnesota Division of
Forestry. Conservation Tours and demonstrations on
wheel track planting were done and also Teachers
Workshops.

The Tenth Annual Meeting was also held,
with Phil Matson, Professor of Agricultural Engineering
at the University of Minnesota speaking.



Waseca SCS
District Cops
State Prizes

The Waseca Soil Conservation
District ran off with the lion’s|
share of cash prizes for soil
conservation activities and ac-
complishments as . winners in
the Minneapolis Star and Trib-
une annual soil conservation
contest. The awards were pre-
sented to Walt Rosenthal, Dis-
triet board chairman, at the an-
nual convention dinner of Min-
nesota soil conservation district
supervisors held at St. Cloud,
Jan, 7.

One award of $175 was re-

ceived for outstanding Distriet
accomplishments and another
award of $45 was given for hav-
ing the best state soil conserva-
tion neighbor group program of
working with farmers on their
soil problems. George Peter-
sou, associatc editor of the
Minneapolis Star, made the
awards.

Thirty-five of Minnesota’s 58
soil consérvation districts enter-
ed this contest with five dis-
tricts sharing in the top awards.
The Waseca district was honor-
ed by being the only district to
win two awards. Other distriot
board members present were
Ruben Youngberg, Arnold Kel-
ler, Ray Dinngen, and Ernst
Marquardt.

This marks the second time
the Waseca district has been a
winner in this contest, having

won in 1850. Special recogni-
tion was also given to Ruben
Youngberg and Mrs. Arnold
Keller at this meeting. Mr.
Youngberg was elected to serve
as a state director of the Minn-
esota association of soil conser-
vation district supervisors, and
Mrs. Keller- was elected vice

chairman of the state's woman’s |
iuxiliary of district supervisors. ]

1959

Waseca Soil Conservation District was rated number
one by the Minneapolis Tribune. Awards of $175 for
Outstanding District accomplishments. An awar_d of

$45 was given for the Best State Soill Conservatlon_
Neighbor Group of working with farmers on their soil |
problems. These awards were all given by the associate
editor, George Peterson of the Minneapolis Star.

i e prizes at the recent district supervisors meet-
‘Waseca' district board clfairman; is shown receiv-_
Tson, associate editor of the Minneapolis Star and
0king on from left to right are Joe Gabiou, district
uardt, Rueben Youngberg and Arnold Keller,

THE WASECA SCS DISTRICT took mo.

ing at St. Cloud and above, Walter Rose
ing checks totaling $220 from Georgg,_
Tribune which sponsored the contests,



1960

Waseca Soil Conservation
District Board joined the
Freeborn County District
Board on a Tour in L®ieur
County of the conservation
work that had been done
there.

A Memorandum of
Understanding was signed
with Minnesota Division of
Game and Fish.

District name was changed to
Waseca Soil and Water
Conservation District
December 19, 1960 and
adopted by the State of
Minnesota February 27, 1961.

Resolved by the Minnesota State Soil Conservation Committee that the
change of name of the Waseca County Soil Conservation District to Waseca
5011 and viater Conssrvation District, as set forth in resolutiom adepted

by the supervisors of sald district December 19, 1940, is hereby approved.
Adopted February 27, 1961

State of Minnesota)
) aa
County of Ramsey )

I, M. Ay Thorfinnson, Secretary of the Minnesota State Soil Conser=
vation Committee, do hereby certify that I have cogpared the attached copy
of resolution relating to the change of name of the Waseca County Soil Con
servation District adopted by said committee at a regular meeting thereof
held February 27, 1961, with the orizinal resolution as set forth in the
minutes of said weeting, and that said copy 'ia a true and correct copy of
and transcript from said originsl and the whole thereof. I further certify
that said meeting of said committee was duly called and held, that a gquorum
of the members of said committee were present thereat, and that said re-

was duly adopted thereat by unanimous vote of the members present.

M/ /mu

Executi ive Secr t
State 1 Conservation Commitiee

Dated: February 27, 1961



In 1961, the thirteenth Annual Meeting was held as a noon lunch at the VFW i
Waseca. ArfrahmsFarm was the host of the Land Appreciation Day. Danny Peterson
and Don Goodrich won the plowing contest and Donna McShane was chosen as Quee
of the Furrows. The District Board took the important part of promoting the two area
watersheds: Crane Creek and Janesville Village. The office moved to the Old Fellows
Building, 219 % St Northeast.

1962 The fourteenth Annual Meeting was held at the Fox Inn in New Richlanc
with Duane Wilson, State Commissioner of Agriculture being the main speaker. Board
Members have been attending many meetings as sponsors of the two watersheds. 33(
Agricultural Conservation Programs have beaplimentedthrough the District by Soil
Conservation Service. Winner of the Senior Division of the state Soil Conservation
Speech Contest was Susan Keyes of Janesville.

1963 The Soil Conservation District again won the Minneapolis Tribune Servic
Award. Six Soil Conservation District Road Signs were installed on the major roads
throughout Waseca County. Bert Hansen of Vernon Center was the main speaker at tr
fifteenth Annual Convention. The Work Plan for the Crane Creek Watershed was signe
by the sponsors. The District Board imposed a charge for layout of drainage practices
District staff these charges we to be used to pay for District employees.



Establishment of a County'pa r k
board, authorized to' act favorably
teward the purchase of existing wet-
lands .and wood Iots which have
significant value, was propased Tues-
'day at a meeting of the Waseca
county board of commissioners,

Appearing before the board with
the proposal was Alf Larson, man-
ager of the Waseca Chamber of
Commerce, and a committee from

Waseca Soil and Water Conserya-
“ticn District composed of Gene Mil-
ler and Joe Gabiou.

. LARSON EXPLAINED the need for
such a board because of the increas-
ing demand for recreation areas. He
also reviewed the legal machinery
-set up by the state legislature in
1961 whereby county park boards can
be. established.

Gabiou pointed out that such a
Jbgard cculd fill a needed gap in the
purchase or lease of woodlots or wet-
lands having significant  wildlife
va'ue, ¢

One of the firsl of a county
park hoard we king of a
detailed i sting nat
ural ref antv The
inventory as a guide in

L iprehensive plan for
\the presarvation end development of
recreational and wildlife areas in
Waseca county.

MILLER POINTED out to the

commissioners how easy it is for
medern machinery to wipe out a
woodlot and that a county park
board is needed. The beard should
have 'y funds to purchase, if
necessary for preservaticn of remain-
ing desirable wocdlots that in the
future they can be managed for
weod products or used for recrea-
ticnal purpeses.

1964

t the farm of Eugene Miller for use by his cattle. Seepage keeps the
water ever seasons. Cattle piefer the water to surface water which they can
; w areas following a rain: Lower photo shows fence arrs nts which permits
onﬂemgd.enly‘aﬂmdiﬂuneemthepondStompladedinmisuumkan‘.ﬂxpiblkwwpn-

vents cattle sinking into the mud.

Crane Creek Watershed funded fostallation. 9,000 trees and shrubs yvere sold to 50
landowners. Anit&ozanwon the Area Speech Contest. Projects continue to be

implemented.



1965 The District and SCS spent a great deal of time in the layout of
conservation practices and display of field RdowvilleField Days* TheState and
National Plowing contests were held on tHarlanand Bob Powell Farnmorth of
Waseca on September 46T @ ¢ KS SoMadviled 1 & S Qdzozd S RK &
rains drowned out most events. Congressman Gerald Ford, Governor Karl Rolvaag
and TV celebrity Jim Nabors unfurled umbrellas to meet 800 of the expected
30,00050,000 onlookersSoilSurvey of Waseca County was published and made
available to the public

*information taken from The Streets are Wider Now, Waseca, Minnesota 1888 by Carol Rutledge page 40




1966

About200 farmers and friends attended the seventeenth consecutive Annual Meeting. Delevan farm&jl@te

was the main speaker. Timastrictwins Tribune Award again. The final plan for the Crane Creek Watershed Projec
was completed. State Soil Conservation Speech Contest, Junior Division winner was Betty Byron. Regional Stat
Legislators and candidates were given a tour of local conservation pradticess also a busy year with Watersheds.
The Janesville Watershed Project was signed by County and the Final Plans were Filed on the Crane Creek Wal

I

Watershed Plan Is
Signed by County for
Janesville Project

: mC:)unty Commissioners YesterdayTgian outlet structure and  causes
a_very important step in Llwlncomnﬁ around the lake. Lakcviver
e

Janesville Village Watershed when |

they ordered signature of the work
plag agrecment.

This is a-step which must ic
t befor: Federal
Gavernment will allocate funds tc
'the project. It indicates that the lo-
cal people agree to share §
cost of the project.

The work plan agreement will
pow move fo the office of Guv.
Karl Rolvaag. He must also sign.
the work plan before it goes to th

te Conservation offica where

Approval is practically assured.
From there it goes to Washingtotn.

is H. Pagel, chairman, and E.
J. Lo Lorig, cl clerk, were authorized to
sign the work plan agreement for
(he county bourd

An informal mectmg of the many
sponsors was held August 10, fthe
program reviewed and the rep-
resentatives ure having their respec-
tive units of government approve (he
work plan agreement s Waseca
Ownly Commissioners have now

done,

Sponsors are Waseca ‘Sail and Wa-
ter Conservation Dhistrict, Waseca
County Commissioners, LeS
County Soil and Water Conscy
District, Blue Earth Couaty 5v|1 and
Water Conservation District, Blue
Earth County Board, Village of
Janesville, Alton and  Janesville
townships.

The Watershad is located in Was-
eca, Blue Earth and LeSucur coun
lies. It comprises 63,400 acres or
1084 square miles, It has threc
separate outlets: County ditch si
into tae LeSueur River, und the Ca
non River,

The major watershed problem is
the lack of channel capacity of caun-
ty ditch six downstream from sz(.
Elysian. Frequent flooding of o
and pasture land resulls along
channe). The dual problem of drain-
ing und flooding exists om 674 acres.
An additional 131 acres of well
drained ugricultural fand are subject
to_flood water damage.

urlng periods of excess runch,
floodwater is temporarily impaunded
on the old lake buttomn adjacent to

Javesville, mundates the Lake Ely-

veloped and operated hy the
Village of Janm.ue. i heavy
flondywater damages whe s
occurs. The temporary luﬂ'l“'ater
ool causes other damages to urbua
and rural non-agricultural assets,
Other watershed probleras include
the need for stabilization of water
levels of Buffelo Lake to ll‘lp“v’h‘
the wildl A
of Buffalo Lake and Lake
further destroys vegetation  nec-
essary for fish and wildlife. Lake

® |Elysian lacks adequate  spawning

|areas, thereby affecting the fisheries
Ivalue of the lake. Fluctuating water
levels in Madison Lake and Lake
Francis create problems for the
property owners on tae lakes and
adveml affect the recreational
value of the lakes.

The most fmm\)lr means uf alle-
viating these problems is a coor-
dinated program consisting of land
treatment and structural measurcs.

Land lreatment measures inciude
all appropriate conservation rmcas-
ures having hydrologic significance
in reducing floodwater damages and
controlling wind and water ercsion.
Land treatment measures for wa-
tershed protection will be installed
by individual and groups of landown-
ers and operators at an estimats
total cost of $592,810 over the prqem
installation period. The total
timated funds for technical MsAsi-
ance that will be available from the
| prersent Soil Conservation Service
|prgram are §28,850. PL %8 funds
for technical assistance necessaty 1
accelerate the Jand treatment phase
during the instaliation period are
timated to be §38,860. Land it
ment measures will be instailed and
maintained by the cooperators in
the Soil and Water Conservatior, Dis-
tricts. An eslr‘nﬂb..d $1,160,285 has
been spent to date by the lucal peo
ple for application of land treats uznr
measures.

Structural measures needed o
accemplish the watershod ohjectives
includt: 819 miles of channel
improvement terminating in a g
cantrol structure below Lase
sian, a curp barrier, Buffalo Lake
weator level control structure, and

the Lake Elysian spawning ares.

| ‘Lhese measures will yeduce flcoa:
| water damages to cop and paslure
w»g County Ditch No. § by 98 por

!lation period of about
| five years is planned for this project.

The total project installation cost
including land treatment is estimat-
ed to be 333,480, The local pecple
will assume 5735880 or 788 per

tn]latmn casts of the
planned structural measures are es-
timated at $272,960. This cost is
shared as follows: PL 366 funds,
$158,740; non-Federal, $114,220.
The estimated average a1 0

va

ial b e $103 875, resulting
4 henefit cost ratio of 32 T

This project will be operated an
maintained 4s & judicial ditch s
tem aceording to Minnesota Statuics
* an esfimated anmial cost of S1.-
M,

Final Plans Filed Tuesday
in Waseca - Steele Counties

for Crane Creek Watershed

Wenner, engineer lor the 30¢ering services has and will b ur MINVESOTA Conservatio
et Creck Watershed (Judicia, furnished at Federal expense by theip, .o a iy 800
Ditch No. 24) filed the final en S°il Conservation Service. {ac

gineer's plan and report with the
Steele county Clerk of Court and
Auditors of Steele and Waseca cc

LAND TREATMENT practices ti &res dow
stalled on the individual furws Watkins Lake, about four
& ed g northeast of Waseca. The j
for a concrete wateg level 1
cu-l-ul structure at the ‘sutlet
en. dikes around this area
nd o | g permanest’ pogl
branches. Over twe xi 48 acres from
yards of excavaiior | tifing o e planting. Costs o t0 hr €p which 'ud
be requited to improve Ui these practices would b abhﬂlunddmmﬂcs
y tpriowl management.” A carp hunu
aring woald be av

Lh.e existing Abmunuml f(.ur .w ATERSHED

on
all watershed pm;u
depend upon adequate applicati
the land measures
Service

chanels for llmd revention and

age out ‘el, Also included i
project are plans for

ticn of new timbe
bridzes, underpinning r e
three existing bridges, and
tion of nine new culverts a

-

and private road cross provide .dduoa~ technical ussis
The total estimated cost of th:|ance to the two Soil and Wates o
57 + This r the plan |obained o

§ these prac

channel improvement a
posed in the engineer’s plan anc
arm drainage that will
the individs farme
It of the improw
damage some wildlife habitat
fisec and reduce these darnage:
1dl fe -mb:.,t two wildlif

& t measures’ are includes

{(Public
ing $383.000 to be
from assessed benef®
ughout the watershed area.
itional $93,900 in techni

annel to the Swan Lake out

1 o liear and Asic'e
testimeny in bebalf of all interes
parties



1967 Being one of the 6 sponsoring units of the
Janesville Village Watershed Project, the Waseca Soll
and Water Conservation District Board approves and
signs the Work PlanLater in the year, Janesville
Watershed receives Grant for $261,500. Other items
of interest during the year included anothet place

for Soil Conservation and also Mrs. Arhhms

elected President of State Auxiliary. Pemberton Area
Project. Gopher Getter Machine.

Janesville Area
Watershed Gets

;N sI BN S .
V£O01,9VV Uranr
to be baullt south of Janesville,
The pump, to be located =t
the point on tha LeSneur-Waseca
county line will be utilized in
the diversion project and have
a capacity of 12,000 gallons ner
minute,

(e

‘ 7] »
%seca County First in Soil
Conservation; Mrs. Art Trahms,
President of State Auxiliary

LE| UNSOLUS AND ELMER

is pointing fo the 2d-inch C,M. pipe which was bored under

pige
the highway az an outlet for the 20~inch tile main,

* * %

> o* x

x ¥ %

Patience and Perseverance Pay
Off for Pemberton Area Farmers

In {955, twelve farmars Living
vear Pemberton requested the
Waseca Soil and Water Conserva-
tlon District to belp them with
a mutusl drainage project, In
1965 the project was completed,
What transpired during the in-
derv "\ yvars may serve to
enoi  ge other growps -
dert. .g similar projects,
writes Thomas 4. Milbrad, area
engineer, (n an article in the
December issue of Land
Improvement Contractor,

Milbradt says:

After the District Supervisors

series of meetings with the group
to dewrmine their ncods, The
preliminary survey wes made
during 1857, The resulting
Teport, based on the survoy, was
oresented 9 the wroun in Tuly af

In 1063, %0 farmers near the
outlet constructed & chamnel on
their own and this provided the
incentive for another attempt at
the sesmingly impozsible.

Starts in August of 1053,
group meetings were held again
and easaments were drawn up.
‘The final guvvey and plan were
made during the apring of 1954,
Construction began in August of
hat year, The pluns called for
20,000 cubic yards of excavation
and spotlbankleveling. Construe-
tion for the upen ditch required
intallasion of 66 feet of 60-fnch

road and 373 feet of culvorts
Tanging from 12-inch to 24-inch
diamater for nine side inlets as
well as two sod chutes and
concrete drop Structure, Ditch

slopes were fa be seeded to
bromegrass within 2¢ hours of
constriction with ryefor winter

The tile portion consisted of
13,500 lineal feet of B-inch to
20-inch diameter tilo drain, In

Parade throughdowntonnSt, Paul
and into the Auditorium arena,
St, Peul Winter Curnival parades,
fold the distineiion of being the’
only parades which pass through
a buildi

Follawing thelr presentationto
Mayor Thomas Byrne andst, Paul
councilimen at City Hall Thirscay
Feb. 2), the youmg ladies will

uddition a 24-inch diameter pive
was bored under a blaeklop high-

structure, and drop spillway
structure were all_ completed in
1954, The tila malns were install-
ed in 1965,

A umigue aspect was the

themselyes, efght of whom Work-
©d on the structure. They Were:
Elmer and Joe Gossman, Leeand
Nell Gunsolus, G. Krautbaner,

iDL, Mortenson, A, Remirgton and

H, Youngerbers.

The dragltne work was done
By Elsworth Tukua of Hartiand;
the cuncrete structurc was built
under the supervision of Elmer
Rudolph of Janesville; ang the
tle main was installed by Ru-
dulph Borehort of New Richland,

The complete project was test-
o in a d-inch rein in 1965, It
performed yory well.

Questioned about the project,
Lee Gunsolus safd, ““It’s great]
It really does the job His
sentiments ware echced by oth-
es, Harold Youngerberg hit the

il on the head when he said,
“This inveatmen; is working
trenty-four hours & day.””

Yes, the file on the Gossman
Group No. B9 is thick and the
r0ad was rough in spots, hut
tha stury hae 2 hanny andire

A POBTION of the Gossman Group ditch ehowing gre
a surface inlet pipe and a tile outlet pipe,

mlymdmundinwmuzmwmdis;spwiauybenﬁe‘ﬂ

in maintaining hay fields, accordii; to Joe Gabiou, Soil Can-
‘manager. B

Waseca county was well Tep-
resented and honored at the 30th
annual mecting of the Minoesota
Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Distriets held at
the Lowry Iiotel, St. Paul Mon~
day and Tuesday.

The Waseca Soil and Water
Conservation District was bon-
ored for being judged first in
soil and water conservation ac-

nesots counties. A framed certif- Division of a state wide Soil and

icate anda fity dollar cash award
provided by the Minneapolis
Tribune for this special recogni-
tion was accepted by Gordon Bar-
telt, chairman of the Waseca Soil
and Water Conservation District
Board of Supervisors,

During the awards night pro~
gram, Betly Byron, daughter of
Mr, and Mrs, Walt Byron receiy-
ed special for having

con in
with twelve south central Min-
* % x
i

won first place in the Junior
i elne

GORDON BARTELT, RIGHT, chairman of the Waseca C:
servation committee and Jim Hardy, Soil Conserva-

ounty
t view the plaque awarded to the Waseca County Commit=
r its outstanding record, ot X
¥ L

Water Conservation Speech con- |
test, For winning the state award
in her division Betty received a
fifty dollar savings bond trom the
Midland Company.

Leslie Gasner aud his wife
Eunice, of Blooming Grove town- |
ship, were among honored gucsts
of the Minneapolis Chamber of

recoguized for having been
selected aa Waseca county’s out-
standing solt conservationi
1966, -
Ancther honor for Waseea
county was the election of Mrs.
Arthur Trahms, of R. 1, Janes-
ville, as state president of the
Women’s Auxiliary of the Stat
Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts. ¥

Vander and revrammivyergg
the Economic Develoj

Administration, the Corps of Ei=
gineers, and the Wisconsin Soil
and Water Conservation Com-
mittee, Representatives at the
‘convention metto discuss resolu-
tions and objectives in the fields
of legislation, forestry, wildlife,
recreation, research, educatlon,
water management, s0il con-
servation, rural and urban af-
fairs. Soil and water conservation
districts throughout Minnesota
recelve technical assistace.
from both federal and state a-

gencies, Among them are 4
S, Soil Canservation Servic i
University of Minnesota,

Minnesota v

Conseryation Depart
ment.

sors ard wives attending the
convention were Mr, and Mrs.
Art Trahms, Mr. and x".gw
Miller and Mr. and Mrs, G
con Bartelt. F




The Crane Creek Watershed also broke ground in November and
construction work started. The ground breaking ceremonies were held near
Clinton falls at the Al Smith Farm.




